
SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP
10:30am

All are Welcome!

Bethel Church Office (Krysta)
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

office@bethelemc.org
403-337-2355

Pastor Kelly Sikstrom
pastorkelly@bethelemc.org

Pastor Chris Neufeld
pastorchris@bethelemc.org

Childrens Ministries (Natalie)
Tuesdays, Thursday & Friday

childrensministry@bethelemc.org

Finance (Karen)
Tuesdays

finance@bethelemc.org

CONTACT US!

EVENTS CALENDAR

To view the most up to date
"Calendar of Events" 

Bethel's
Monthly Calendar

It can be a real gift to family
members, when a loved one
leaves instructions to those
who will be caring for these
complex details (and better
yet, has discussed them with
their loved ones). It is good to
plan ahead:

Where would you like to be
buried? Is this paid for
already or not?
Do you prefer to be
cremated or buried in a
casket? Is this paid for
already or not?
Do you have a preference
with the funeral service
company to use? Have you
met with them yet or not?

When planning a funeral
service…

Where will it be held? 
Are there any special songs
or Scripture passages you’d
like included?
Are there any family
members or friends that
you want to share
memories or tributes? Have
you asked them  yet or not?
Do you have a specific
pastor or officiant in mind
to lead the service and/ or
share a message?  Have you
discussed this with them
yet or not?

               Continued next page ...

Let’s talk about Funerals!

Funerals? Really? Yes, we’re going to
talk about funerals for a few
minutes.
 
A 2023 survey showed that less than
47% of people would like a funeral
service after they die (conducted by
an organization called Theos: Love,
Grief, and Hope). This is a sharp
drop from previous years. Some
reasons given were: the decreasing
number of people with any religious
affiliation, and the increasing costs
related to a funeral – people don’t
want to leave financial burden and
stress for their loved ones.  

Besides these, there is a bigger
reason for the decreasing number of
funeral services - we prefer to keep
death and anything associated with
death out of sight and out of mind.
While we are living, we don’t want to
think about our death, or funeral
service, or casket vs cremation, or
any of those things. However, from
my experience in helping families
plan funeral services for loved ones,
it always goes so much better when
the deceased person has left
instructions and communicated
them ahead of time. Funerals are
valuable and helpful in bringing
closure, comfort, and healing to
those who are grieving.

Whenever a loved one passes away,
family members enter into an
intense time of stress, grief, and
disorientation. There are a lot of
details to care for and decisions to
make - and most of them are
unfamiliar and tension-filled.

A Note From  
Pastor Kelly
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A Note from Pastor Kelly continued ... 

If these items are in place and have been discussed with family members ahead of time, the easier things will be. It is
helpful and good to think about your funeral service and to make these plans now, while you are able to, as a gift to your
loved ones. You don’t have to wait until you reach a certain age or are facing declining health, these plans can be made
and discussed anytime. We don’t know when others may be planning our funeral service, so caring for these details
sooner than later is always wise.

If you are on the fence about having a funeral service, can I suggest a few reasons why I encourage people to hold a
funeral or memorial service for their loved ones?

As believers and followers of Jesus, we do not need to fear death. We shouldn’t keep death at arm’s distance, because
we know that Christ has overcome and defeated death. Denying our mortality or avoiding thoughts of death isn’t a
helpful or faith-filled response to the Gospel work of Jesus in our lives – ‘even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.’ (Psalm 23:4). Christ has given us the ability to look at death,
even our own, without fear.

In many ways, your funeral is not for you – it is for the people who care for you and love you. Where else can you bring
all the different people in your life together in one place: family, co-workers, neighbors, church, friends, etc? For many
of these people an opportunity to gather together, share memories, celebrate and honor your life, and to recognize
your impact is a very meaningful and important part of the healing and grieving process. The absence of a funeral
service can prolong and complicate grief, loss, mourning, and sadness for your loved ones.

Funerals are one of the best opportunities to share the Good News of Christ and His salvation with the people you
care for. When people attend a funeral service, they expect to hear words of comfort and hope – and what greater
comfort and hope can we offer than Jesus. As people reflect on their own death and eternal future, there is a powerful
opportunity to respond to Christ and the Gospel. 

Funerals can provide a powerful reminder of the victory, celebration, and freedom Jesus has earned on the Cross. Not
only through the words, message, and Scripture that is shared – but simply the act of gathering together, enjoying
good food, serving those who are grieving, singing songs of worship, sharing fellowship and stories, hugs and
handshakes, tears and laughter… all of these stare death in the face and proclaim that Christ has won, death has been
defeated, and your eternal home in heaven is assured through Him.

In times of grief, we need to lean on others. Grief becomes so much more difficult when you are experiencing it in
isolation. Funerals show us that there is a community of people who are experiencing this grief together – even when
we may have varying degrees of relationship with the deceased. One of the best ways to comfort those who are
grieving is simply through your presence at a funeral service – showing up, being there, physically present. There is a
special ministry to family members and those grieving the loss of a loved one, just by attending and being present at a
funeral service. When Jesus physically arrived at the tomb of Lazarus, we are told that He wept – He wept with those
who were weeping, He stood among the grieving, His presence brought comfort. In His strength, we can also do the
same. 

Your life matters to God and to others. You might hear someone say they don’t want to have a funeral, because they
don’t want to be a burden or don’t want people to make a fuss about them. The truth is that you are a blessing to
many and you are precious to God. You were made in His image and His divine love has been offered to you before
you were even born. There is a reason why Scripture is filled with lists of names of people that we don’t remember or
know much about – they all mattered to God. He knew them. It is a blessing to plan, attend, and participate in a funeral
service, not a burden. Every life is precious to God – including yours. A funeral doesn’t have to be extravagant or
expensive to be meaningful.

Your funeral service is a significant book-end to a life that should be honored, celebrated, and remembered – and an
opportunity to give thanks and glory to the God who created you, cared for you, guided you, blessed you, provided for
you, and saved you through Christ.

There are many helpful resources in planning a funeral service. There are several funeral home services in our local area
who do very good work, meeting with individuals, couples, or families to pre-plan a lot of these details (you don’t have to
do everything they suggest). There are guides and checklists online that you can use. You can meet with me or any other
pastor who you would like to be involved as well. 

Psalm 116:15 – ‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants.’



CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

BETHEL SENIORS’  PRAYER FELLOWSHIP

Bethel Seniors' Prayer Fellowship

Wednesday February 21, 2:30 – 4:00 at the Church

We will focus on prayer for the Elias family,
and their ministry among First Nations people.  

We'll also have a short time of singing, and fellowship with refreshments. 
For any questions, contact John Silcox, Bruce Lynn or Neil Carleton.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Church Information

February 27, 7:00pm at Bethel Church

All are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

The meeting will also be available via livestream.  

Annual Reports Booklets will be emailed to the congregation by 

February 11th.  Hardcopy booklets will be available in the foyer. 

If you have any questions please contact Krysta (Church Office), or
Pastor Kelly.   Thank you so much!   See you there! 

BETHEL YOUTH GROUP
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 6:30pm-9:30pm - BYG NIGHT

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 12:30pm - BYG SENIOR HIGH

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 6:30pm-9:30pm - BYG NIGHT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 4:30pm - BYG JAM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 6:30pm-9:30pm - BYG NIGHT

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - BYG SKI TRIP Canyon Ski Resort

QUESTIONS?  

Email Pastor Chris at: pastorchris@bethelemc.org

Call during office hours: 403-337-2355 or text: 403-796-8890

FACILITY
BOOKINGS

We are incredibly blessed that Bethel Church is
such a beautiful and functional facility for us to
use day to day!  The facility is used for many
different functions & events throughout the
week!  If you would like to reserve a specific
room or date to use the facility, please contact
Krysta at the Church Office via email or phone.  
We do need to check to make sure that the
date/time and area that you would like to use is
available - to prevent any overlap or double
bookings. As well, there is a "Facilities Use
Form" that must be completed for all private
bookings.  Thank you! 

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL MISSIONS EVENT 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4th, 6:00pm at Bethel Church

MISSIONS EVENT

Featuring a special presentation and discussion with Erin Delamont, International Justice Mission.
 

“International Justice Mission partners with local justice systems around the world to build safe
 communities, where all are protected from violence and slavery.   We are the largest

 anti-slavery organization in the world. Together, we can end  slavery in our lifetime.” 
 

Join us for an evening to learn more about this vital missionfield!  (Mature subject content.) 

WWW.IJM.CA



FINANCIAL GIVING

FINANCIAL GIVING

LADIES BIBLE STUDY



RIVERS EDGE CAMP

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

RIVERS EDGE AGM
APRIL 6TH

WORK PARTY 
AT THE CAMP
JUNE 8TH

MORE DETAILS 
TO COME!

https://www.facebook.com/riversedgecamp
https://www.instagram.com/riversedgecamp/
https://riversedgecamp.org/


COMMUNITY ...

2024 SUMMER CAMPING SEASON
Registration Open.

https://riversedgecamp.org/summer-camps/

See the website for prices.

https://riversedgecamp.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fce96b3af6a8999bbcacc3df&id=935ba9fbb9&e=52ce79ea87


COMMUNITY ...

Find comfort and care to help you heal
from your loss.

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar/support
group for people grieving a loss of someone

close.  It's a place where you will have
opportunity to be around people who

understand how you feel and the pain of your
loss.  At GriefShare you'll learn valuable

information that will help you through this
difficult time.

GriefShare Group sessions begin 
Monday, February 5th from 1:00 to 3:00pm
Sessions held at Olds First Baptist Church

Registration Fee $25 (covers all 13 sessions)

If you or someone that you know would benefit
from this seminar please contact:

Fist Baptist Church at 403-556-3219 or
info@firstbaptistolds.ca

UPCOMING IN THE COMMUNITY ...RIGHT NOW MEDIA
RightNow Media is a FREE online video resource available to our

entire church body.   You can find small group bible study material,
video devotionals, leadership conferences, and much more!

Contact the Bethel office to receive your invitation to get
started!  How does it work?  We send you the  invitation via
email, then all you have to do is accept the invitation and
you're good to go ahead and set up your personal account and
preferences!

BETHEL EMC WEBSITE

Sundays Livestream Link

Sermon Archives

Calendar of Events

Ministries

Giving Information

Weekly Bulletins

Resources & Schedules

       www.bethelemc.org

https://www.rockymountaincollege.ca/academics/courses/introduction-to-the-bible-free.html
https://www.bethelemc.org/


VISITORS & NEWCOMERS

Growing in Christ-Like Character
(2024)

In 2023, our leadership believed that God
was leading the EMCC to focus on
developing “Christ-like Character.” So, in
this issue of the EMCC Together
magazine, we asked our pastors, leaders
and global workers to share what God is
doing in their ministries, churches,
communities, or personal lives relating to
“Christ-like Character.”

 
Limited available copies in the

Bethel Church foyer.   

Current (and past) magazines can 
also be viewed online at:

https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether

https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/

